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This seminar is based on interdisciplinary research in cultural studies, anthropology and
linguistics and is presented by CFS scholars at UWC and UKZN. It raises the way that a
transnational corporate advertising industry, working in conjunction with the global food system,
ruthlessly exploits children’s imaginative needs. By analysing advertising texts, it focuses on how
persuasively global food marketing works. It also explores the abuse of the democratic principle
of the “rights of the child” when advertisers manipulate children’s capacity to “choose” unhealthy
fastfood.

The seminar is directly relevant to recent efforts to pass long-delayed laws based on draft
legislation to protect children from the unhealthy and exploitative global food systems. This
seminar aims to:

e lllustrate the relevance of trans-disciplinary work in food studies

e Highlight the focus on social subjects’ active engagements with food
in understanding current food systems and cultures

e Focus on the need for critical approaches to economic, political and
cultural systems in humanities work on food

e Provoke ideas for further research for new researchers’ work on
humanities-related food studies
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