National
Research
RF Foundation

DSI-NRF Postgraduate Student Application and Funding
Guide for 2022

Directorate: Grants Management and Systems Administration (GMSA)

Date: March 2021



Contents

[y o ¥l 00 1V 4 <SR 3
Contact Details for Technical Online Submission Enquiries...................coooviviiiiin i, 4
Contact Details for the Funding Opportunities..............cooooiiiiiiii e, 4
L INEFOAUCTION e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e eeeeeaeaeeeaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaanas 5
Y o] o] [Tor= Y 4 o] o T 2 oY <133 USPPOt 5
3. How to Submit @an AppliCation.........cuuuueiiiiiii e e e et e e e e e 6
Application Steps for All APPlICANTS. ......ccveiiiiiii e e e e s e e e e e e e e e e e e e e eeeeeeeneas 6
Honours Scholarship AppliCations..........uuuiiiii i e et e e e e e e e e err s 14
Master’'s and Doctoral SCholarships..........vi i e e e e e 19
Extension SUPPOIt SChOlarships..........cuuuueiie i e e e e e e e e e e e eeana e s 31
4. Tracking the apPliCation ........uuiuiiie e e et e e e e e e e et e e e e e e eeeababeeeeeeesssanans 35
oY 0 =TT o F g =4l o o Yo Y SO PRPRE 36
6. Applications Feedback and DiSPULES..........uuiiiiiiiiieeiice et e et e e e eaae e eene 36
7. AWardee ReSPONSIDIIITIES. ... .cieieeeiiiciee e e e e e e e e et e e e e e e e eaa b e aaaaaans 37
Yo =T g N v} { Yol @Y a1 T o] [ 1= o Vo I 38

Appendix 1 —PG Policy Payment GUIdElINES.........cccooiiuiiiiieeee e 39



List of Acronyms

Acronym Meaning
DA Designated Authority
GMSA Grants Management and Systems Administration
HEI Higher Education Institution
HICD Human and Infrastructure Capacity Development
RISA Research and Innovation Support and Advancement
NRF National Research Foundation
PR Progress Report
SARChI South African Research Chairs Initiative
CoE Centre of Excellence
NASSP National Astrophysics and Space Science Programme
SARAO South African Radio Astronomy Observatory




Contact Details for Technical Online Submission Enquiries

For Online Submission Technical Enquiries, please contact the NRF Support Desk on weekdays, during

office hours (08:00 to 16:30 Monday to Friday):

E-mail: supportdesk@nrf.ac.za

Contact Details for the Funding Opportunities

Funding Opportunity Responsible person Email address
NRF (General) Honours Scholarships Zodwa Mahlangu zodwa.mahlangu@nrf.ac.za
NRF (General) Master’s and Doctoral Scholarships Melissa Govender melissa.govender@nrf.ac.za
Extension Support Scholarships Nozine Ngeketo nozine.ngeketo@nrf.ac.za
TWAS Doctoral Scholarships Thandeka Mthethwa | thandeka.mthethwa@nrf.ac.za
NRF-DAAD Master’s and Doctoral Scholarships Nozine Ngeketo nozine.ngeketo@nrf.ac.za
NRF-Nuffic Doctoral Scholarships Zodwa Mahlangu zodwa.mahlangu@nrf.ac.za

SARAO Honours, Master’s and Doctoral Scholarship{ Annah Mashemola

amashemola@ska.ac.za

SASAC Master’s and Doctoral Scholarships Melissa Govender

melissa.govender@nrf.ac.za

Grantholder-linked Scholarships

- Thuthuka -Thandeka Mthethwa
- Institutional Grants (CoEs; SARChI) - Judith Mahlanya

- NASSP - Stephen Dlamini

- General Research Grants - Jane Mabena

- Motsakwe Rakgoale

thandeka.mthethwa@nrf.ac.za

judith.mahlanya@nrf.ac.za

DLAMINI@nrf.ac.za

Jane@nrf.ac.za

Motsakwe @nrf.ac.za
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1. Introduction
e This Application and Funding Guide provides an overview of the application process and funding

guidelines for Honours, Masters and Doctoral Scholarships for the 2022 academic year.
e Itshouldbereadinconjunctionwith the DSI-NRF Postgraduate Student Application and Funding

Framework for Fundingin 2022 AcademicYear, which can be accessed via the following link

https://www.nrf.ac.za/funding/framework-documents. (The framework document
provides detailed information with respect to objectives of each funding opportunity,
eligibility criteria, etc. This document does not, however, constitute a complete set of

the policies, procedures or systems used by the NRF.)

2. Application Process
e The NRF’scall for Postgraduate Scholarships for full-time studiesin 2022 is published onthe NRF

website.

e Application forms are accessible online at https://nrfsubmission.nrf.ac.za.

e Applicants may only submit ONE application.

e Currentrecipients of NRF Masters scholarships, who wish to apply for half-year extensionsupport
may not also apply for half-year Doctoral support under the first time applicant category. These
applicants will need to choose to apply for only one of these options.

e Once an applicant submits an application, the application will automatically be routed to the
institution where the applicant is applying to study.

e The applications will be screened for eligibility, and reviewed and scored by the institutions, and
only eligible applications will be submitted to the NRF.

e The institutions will set their own internal closing dates/cut-off dates for submission of
applications, which must be before the NRF’s deadline.

e In order for an application to be considered for 2022 funding, applicants must ensure that they
submit their applications on or before the institutional cut-off date.

e Allapplicationsare processed by an NRF Designated Authority (DA)whois based at the University
Research/Postgraduate office. Should a DA contact you regarding your application, before your
application is submitted to the NRF, please make sure you respond as soon as possible or within
the timeline given in the communication. Failure to do so may result in the application being

rejected at the institutional-review stage.

It is the responsibility of the applicant to check the institution’s internal cut-off date with the

relevant Research or Postgraduate office.


https://www.nrf.ac.za/funding/framework-documents
https://nrfsubmission.nrf.ac.za/

. How to Submit an Application

Application forms must be completed on the NRF Online Submission System at

https://nrfsubmission.nrf.ac.za.

Applicants are advised to complete their applications soon after the call opens, to prevent IT

system overload, which may occur close to the cut-off dates.

Application Steps for All Applicants

Steps 1-6 below are generic steps which should be followed by all applicants, regardless of

funding opportunity

Step 1: All Applicants - Logging in and Registering

This isan electronicsubmission system and applicants must be registered onthe systemin order
to create and complete an application. If you have registered and submitted an application on the

NRF Online System (http://nrfonline.nrf.ac.za) before February 2012, your details will be savedon

the NRF Online Submission System (https://nrfsubmission.nrf.ac.za).

If you experience problems accessingthe system with your NRF Online password, use the Reset
Password button. If your e-mail address is outdated, please contact the NRF Support Desk for
assistance. Contact details for the NRF Support Desk are on page 4 of this document.

If you are not yet registeredon the NRF Online Submission System, you must register to access the

application form.

Note: Most of the application screens have application-specificinstructions to help you work through

each section. Please read the instructions carefully before completing the section.

%RF RISA

Paionsl Bapasrch | Resaarcs and rovon
Feundation | 54poort 1nd Aovercemant

2Online Submission System

Home
New Registration
Reset Password Home

Support &

Instructions

% If you have already registered on the previ ¥ {NRF Online and Interim), please use your existing login details to access
this system. If you have forgotten your password, please click on the Reset Password link on the left-hand menu.

© Eor technical online enquiries, please contact the Support Desk [Mendays to Fridays from 08h00 to 18h30, excluding public holidays) an:
Tel: +27 12 481 4202
E-mail: supportdesk@nrh.ac.za

% To access call related documents, please refer to the Open Calls block below. Click on the < icon next to the relevant call to show a
list of document(s). To open the document, click on the relevant link.

CTEEEEEE LT

ID/Passport: # Concept Motes
Password: (] Show Password | | # Institutional Grants

# Postdoctoral Grants
# Research Grants: General

# Research Grants: International
# Research Grants: Thuthuka
# Research Grants: Without student support
® SARChI Interim Blan for Continuation of Chair Activities Call
® SARCHI Replacement Call
# Travel, Training and Conference Grants: General
Travel, Training and Conference Grants: Scholarship- and

* Fellowship-holders

ered? Click here to registen



https://nrfsubmission.nrf.ac.za/
http://nrfonline.nrf.ac.za/
https://nrfsubmission.nrf.ac.za/

Step 2: All Applicants - Completing My CV

m © The noticeboard will be active and used to make announcements regarding upcoming calls, posting of cutcomes, ete. Please lock out for these.

After logging onto the NRF Online Submission System, you will be taken to the landing page.
View the menu at the top left side of the screen.

Click on My Profile and complete the My CV section first.

‘%RF RISA

Paonal Bessanch  Hesear 339 v
Foundtion | 5apoor 160 AOVENCHTONT

Online Submission System

My Profile

My Applications

My Progress Reports

Tools

Reports

Research Quitputs Summary|

Walcoma Mell ssa Govander
Suppart &

Logout

Information

2 The summary of applications listed below is for quick reference to where in the process an application is.
2 In order to edit an application, go to My Applications, List of Application.

South African citizens and permanent residents must attach a certified copy of their South African
Identity Document. Other foreign nationals must attach a certified copy of their valid Passports.
These documents must be attached under the My Details - Registration Details section only. If

these documents are not attached, the application will be rejected.

Please note thatitisveryimportantto updatethe CVsection BEFORE you start with the application
because all the CV information will automatically be populated into the relevant sections of the
application form.

Please ensure that the Career Profile and Qualifications sections are completed and up-to-date.
To add the field of study under Qualifications, click on the “Add” button as shown below. As you
start typing the name of the field, the system will provide options on the dropdown list.

If you have already obtained an undergraduate degree, please attach the academic record as

shown below.



Qualification Record

and PhD (degree).
° postdoctoral fellowships do not fall under Qualifications. Please capture these under Career Profile. ~

2 Should your qualifications history have been migrated from a previous NRF Online system, please
click on 'Edit’ and check that all the fields have been completed and are correct.

©

Level (2.9 Honours / Dectoral) | Select an option

Name of Degree/Diploma (e.g. PhD) | |=
List of Primary and Secondary ResearchFields

+ In order to add a Field of Study to the grid below, please dlick on the "Add"” or "Add Another” button below the grid.

|'|®”

Field of Study Delete |

Institution | Select an option | @ ,W‘ N
Full-time Oves ONo+
Diistinction | Select an option ] 9.
Date of First Registration R
Completed ®)yes ONo+

. IR OYes
Highest Completed Qualification ONo+

Date Obtained

Description | File |

Mo academic transcript uploaded.

Add Transcript

Step 3: All Applicants - My Application

Once you have completed all sections of MY CV, you can begin completing your application by

clicking on My Applications and then Create Application.

My Profile

My Applications
Tools

My Progress Reports
Reports

Logout

° Grantholder Tools

° Institution Facilities

o

Panel Meetings

° Application and
Output History (NRF
Online)

“ Application History
(NRF Interim)

® SKA SA Grants

5 ERF RISA

NRE Online Submission System

National Research | Research and innovtion
Foundation | Suppart and Advancement

Create Application

List of Applications .
Welcome Mrs Melissa Govender
Feedback = Support &)

Landing Page

=l
Information

@ PLEASE NOTE: The summary below only lists output records that were migrated from the previous NRF Qnline system. New records that are added
on this system will not form part of this summary.

@ Applicants must ensure that their CV is updated/completed before creating an application.

@ In order for your migrated research outputs to show on the CV or be accessible for selection on applications that require your publication record,
you must verify (review) the outputs listed in the Research Outputs Summary table below. In order to do this, click on the output type that still
has outputs to be verified (see the To be Reviewed column). Scroll to the bottom of the screen and a heading saying cleaned-up research output
records from NRF Online will be displayed. Click on the little black arrow. This will display the output(s) that needs to be verified. Then click on the
Wiew icon, it will open a screen with the data for the output. Please fill in the missing information and save the page. If you have more than one
output per output type, click on View for the next output. Do this for all the outputs, the output type on the landing page should now say 0. Move
on to the next output type and repeat the process. Should you wish to delete an output, then click on the Feedback box, fill in the Feedback to
the NRF box (e.q. output duplicated, please delete) and in the Status field, please select Delete.

@ In some cases, researchers’ outputs don't show at all. The reason for this is
1. The ID/passport number which the cleaned data was linked to when the clean-up exercise was undertaken differs from the ID/passport number
wou have just used to login to the NRF Online Submission System.

2. Mo outputs were added on the old NRF Online system so there was nothing to migrate. If there were outputs on the old NRF Online system but
they do no show in the summary below, you need to ensure that the ID/passport numbers used on both the old NRF Online and this system (NRF
Online Submission System) are the same. Please contact the NRF should your outputs not show so that this can be rectified.




e Then select NRF Postgraduate Scholarships Call from the list of funding categories, and a new
application will open. (Please note that this must be selected only once. To continue working on

the same application, go to My Applications — List of Applications, and click the Edit button.)

Create Application

=
Instructions

@ Check your intended institution’s internal closing date as it will be prior to the closing date listed for applications, where applicable.

° A timeout will appear when there is no activity on the system for 25 minutes. Click on the refresh button {in the popup box) as this will enable the
continuation/completion of the application. When clicking on the close button the system will close.

© Due to potential international review of applications and progress reports, the NRF requires that all applications and progress reports be completed

in English.
® Please consult the Funding Framework and Fundlng &Ap ication Guide for more information to assist you in your choices. These documents can be
accessed at ht /www.nrf.ac.za/funding/framework-d ments.
° Ensure that you complete or update your CV. This is very |mp0|‘tant as applications without an updated CV will not be considered.
> Funding Category Create
Concept Motes 5]
> Customised Programmes
> Institutional Grants
MRF Postgraduate Scholarships Call ¥}
Postdoctoral Grants G
> Research Grants: General
> R h Grants: I ional
> Research Grants: Without student support
Research Grants: Thuthuka G
> Travel, Training and Conference Grants: General
Travel, Training and Conference Grants: S5ch ip- and F ip-hold (%]

Step 4: All Applicants - Completing the Application Form

e The Main Menu page of your application form lists the different sections of the application.

e Allthe sections marked with ared asterisk (*) are compulsory. These sections must be completed
in order for the final Submit button to be activated.

e Completed sections will be indicated by a green tick on the Main Menu page, while incomplete
sections will have a yellow cross. All compulsory sections will guide applicants with messages.
Please follow these messages to complete the sections correctly.

e Applicants may enter information in the non-compulsory sections, if relevant.



Section |

Complete |

Date Updated

MRF Call Information Decuments (Please read before starting this application)

Registration Details =

Contact Details =

Qualifications =

Career Profile

Research Expertise *

Student Supervision Record

Absence from Research

Personal Profile =

Books

Chapters in Books

Refereed/Peer-reviewed Conference Outputs
Articles in Refereed/Peer-reviewed Journals
Patents

Keynote/Plenary Addresses

Articles in Non-refereed/Non-peer Reviewed Journals
Other Significant Conference Outputs
Technical/Pelicy Reports

Products

Artefacts

Prototypes

Other Recognised Research Outputs
Disability =

QORCID *

Application Category =

Print Preview

i
A
ul

Step 5: All Applicants - ORCID

ORCID provides a digital identifier that distinguishes you from other researchers and, through
integration in key research workflows such as manuscript and grant submission, supports

automated linkages between you and your professional activities ensuring that your work is

recognized.

If you don’t have an ORCID ID, please click on Create or Connect your ORCID iD, and you will be

Final Submit | @

@

b
[

I RRRRRYE Y S

P
,\.
[
[
[
P
[
,\.
[
[
-
[
[
[
[

P

29 Mar 2019
29 Mar 2019
23 Aug 2017
04 Feb 20192
29 Mar 2019
02 Jun 2016
29 Mar 2019
29 Mar 2019
29 Mar 2019
29 Mar 2019
29 Mar 2019
29 Mar 2019
29 Mar 2019
29 Mar 2019
29 Mar 2019
29 Mar 2019
29 Mar 2019
29 Mar 2019
29 Mar 2019
29 Mar 2019
29 Mar 2019
29 Mar 2019
23 Aug 2017
29 Mar 2019
29 Mar 2019
29 Mar 2019

redirected to the ORCID website where you will have to register to obtain an ORCID ID.

If you already have an ORCID ID, please also click on Create or Connect your ORCID iD and your

ORCID number will be pulled through to your application.

ORCID

=

Instructions

proceed to review.

@ ORCID provides a persistent digital identifier that distinguishes you from other researchers. Learn more at orcid.org
2 To link your ORCID ID with the NRF you must "Authorise’ QRCID to allow this. This is an NRF prerequisite for applications/progress reports to

2 PLEASE NOTE this is a compulsory section in all applications/progress reports to the NRF for funding and rating.

ORCID iD not connected, please click on the button above to create or retrieve your ORCID iD.

Create or Connect your ORCID iD

Save | @ | Return to Menu

FRNN LR NN AR AR RRRARN RN RN NN



Step 6: All Applicants - Application Category

e The Application Category section is a very important section
e For Type of Application, the applicantis required to select the level of study to be funded for.
o There are four templates in this section:
= Honours
= Master’s
= Doctoral, and
= Extension support
o Iftheincorrectlevelischosenandthe application iscompleted, the applicant will have to
delete the entire application and start again, because each of the templates is different.
Please do not make any changes underthis section once you have completed the rest of

the application.

NB! Please refertothe Framework documentas well as the instructions underthis section to ensure

you are applying for a scholarship that you are eligible for.

Note: A change of scholarship type willnot be allowed once the application has beensubmittedto the

NRF.

Application Category

=
Instructions

Only South African citizens and permanent residents are eligible for honours scholarships.

2 First Time Applicant: Honours or masters or doctoral applicant without NRF funding for the degree you are applying for in this year.

° Extension Support Applicant: Masters or doctoral applicant who holds an NRF scholarship for the current degree who is either in second year of
masters or third year of doctoral studies.

° TWAS Doctoral Applicant: Citizens and permanent residents in Africa or developing countries outside South Africa at the time of application. (See
list of eligible countries/states in the Framework document)

2 NRF-Nuffic Doctoral Applicant: South African citizens or permanent residents apply for either full-time doctoral studies at a Dutch HEI (Single-
site mode) OR full-time doctoral studies jointly developed and implemented by a Dutch HEI and a Partner University in South Africa resulting in a
joint degree (Spilt-site mode).

2 SASAC Applicant: Masters or doctoral applicant who will be using systems analysis methodology in their research.

° DAAD (German Academic Exchange Service) Applicant: South African citizens or permanent residents (masters and doctoral applicants) who
have interest in undertaking short term research visits in Germany for a duration of 2- & months.

o General Scholarship: NRF honours, masters and doctoral scholarships excluding TWAS, NUFFIC, DAAD, SASAC, SARAD and Extension Support.

2 SARAO Scholarship: Honours, Masters and Doctoral Scholarships funded by The South African Radio Astronomy Observatory (please refer to
SARAO-specific Applications Guides)

© NB: FOR DETAILED AND IN-DEPTH INFORMATION, KINDLY REFER TO THE FRAMEWORK AND APPLICATION GUIDE DOCUMENT.

Type of Scholarship Doctora

*/First Time Applicant

Please indicate if you are Extension Support Applicant *

Scholarship applying for General Scholarship hdle
Applicant’'s Proposed Institution Select an option [ ® =
| Save | | Return to Menu |

Application Category Fields

e Type of Scholarship =the level of funding e.g. honours, master’s or doctoral



e Please indicate if you are:

- First Time Applicant = this is the first time that you are applying for funding at the selected
academic level, or you have not previously received funding at this level.

- ExtensionSupport Applicant = you are a current NRF Master’s or Doctoral grant-holder, either
in your second year of master’s studies or third year of doctoral studies, and you require
additional supportto complete yourdegree. This means that youwill be in your third year of
master’s or your fourth year of doctoral studiesin 2022. If you select Extension Support
Applicant, you will then havetoindicate whether the extension is requiredfor 6or 12 months.

e Scholarship applying for = for first time applicants, each level has different types of scholarships
linked to it, as outlined below. Please refer to the Framework Document for further details and
associated eligibility criteria.

Only one option can be selected.

Honours scholarships: General Scholarship

SARAO Honours Scholarships (Please read the SARAO Postgraduate
Scholarship Application Guide, available here)

Grantholder-linked Scholarship
Master’s scholarships: General Scholarship

SARAO Master’s Scholarships (Please read the SARAO Postgraduate
Scholarship Application Guide, available here)

SASAC

DAAD

Grantholder-linked Scholarship
Doctoral scholarships: General Scholarship

SARAO Doctoral Scholarships (Please read the SARAO Postgraduate
Scholarship Application Guide, available here)

SASAC

DAAD

TWAS

NRF-Nuffic (split-site)

Grantholder-linked Scholarship
NOTE

1. Forfurtherinformation about NRF-Nufficscholarships, please referto the NRF-Nuffic Scholarships
Framework document.

2. Grantholder-linked studentsi.e.applicants who have beenrecruited to work underan NRF funded
project (SARChI, CoE, Thuthuka, NASSP, General Research Grants etc.), MUST choose Grantholder-
linked Scholarship under the relevant academic level.


https://www.nrf.ac.za/bursaries/framework-documents/bursaries-framework-documents
https://www.nrf.ac.za/bursaries/framework-documents/bursaries-framework-documents
https://www.nrf.ac.za/bursaries/framework-documents/bursaries-framework-documents
https://www.nrf.ac.za/bursaries/framework-documents/bursaries-framework-documents

Research Grants that students may be linked to include:
Thuthuka

e Applicant’s proposed institution =thisis the South African institutionwhereyouintendto register
foryour degree. Once your applicationiscomplete, it will be routed to the research office at the

NASSP

Institutional Grants (SARChI; CoE)

General Research Grants

African Coelacanth Ecosystem Programme
Africa Origin Platform

ACCESS Funding Instrument

Risk and Vulnerability Assessment Programme
Human and Social Dynamics Funding Instrument
Foundational Biodiversity Information Programme
Global Change Funding Instruments

South African National Antarctic Programme
Marine and Coastal Research Grants
Competitive Programme for Rated Researchers
Competitive Support for Unrated Researchers

Community Engagement Grants

selected institution for review and processing.

To Complete the Rest of your Application

Please follow the links below for further instructions on how to complete and

submit an application for a specific academic level:

Honours Scholarships

Master’s and Doctoral Scholarships

Extension Support Scholarships




Honours Scholarship Applications

The followinginformationis applicable to all those applying for Honours fundingin 2022 (including
studentsapplyingfor SARAO Honours Scholarships).

Step 7: Honours - Person History Section

e The Person History section is required for statistical purposes by the NRF.

e If the Previous or Current Study is funded by NSFAS or ISFAP, please attach official proof under
the Attachments section. Proof can be an official letter from NSFAS, ISFAP or the University, stating
thatyou have previouslyreceived financial assistance from them. It can also be an official stamped
account statement fromthe funder or university that clearly shows where the fundswere received

from.

Previous studies funded by ZINSFAS funded

University Financial Aid

ISFAP

Self funded

Other Government departments
International donor funds

MNRF Funded

Institutional Funding

Mot funded from any other source
Private Sector Company

Mot applicable

Current degree funding NSFAS funded

#IUniversity Financial Aid
ISFAP
Self funded
Other Government departments
International donor funds
MNRF Funded
Institutional Funding
Mot funded from any other source
Private Sector Company

Are you currently a DST-NRF intern Yes® No =

Save Return to Menu

Step 8: Honours - Financial Need Section

e With the Financial Need section, the NRF (through lkusasa Student Financial Aid Programme
(ISFAP)) aims to establish whether an applicantis financially needy or not (please refer to the
Framework document for more information).

e Ifan applicantselects an option of a combined familyincome of more than R350 000, the section

will be complete and the financial means test will not be requested from the applicant.



e [fanapplicantselectsan option of less than or equal to R350 000, more questions will pop-up, as

shown below. If this option is selected, please complete the ISFAP Consent Form which is

downloadable from the Financial Need section and upload to the Financial Need section only. If

the formis not uploaded or incomplete, a financial means test cannot be conducted.

Financial Need

=l

Instructions

income of more than R250 000. This will not have any influence on the outcome of your funding application.
¢ In order to complete this financial needs section, you will be required to upload a copy of the signed consent form.

upload the completed document as an image or scanned document.
@ The signed consent form needs to be certified by 3 commissioner of caths in order for this application to be processed.

© This section is only applicable to South African citizen and permanent residents. all international applicants must select a combined gross family

@ In the instance where there is financial need has been indicated and consent has been given, please download the form, have it completed, and

'®!Less than or equal to R250 000
“'More than R350 000 =

Has a Financial Means Test been done? Yes ®Ng =

If no Financial Means Test has been done, do you give
consent for it to be done?

Download consent form 'ISFAP Consent Form'
Upload completed consent form

Combined gross family income

®Yes UNp *

Select =

RO

| Save | | Return to Menu |

Household Contributor: For applicants who give the NRF and ISFAP consent to conduct the
financial means test, a Household Contributor section will pop-up. The applicant is required to
provide the contributor’s information, as well as that of the dependents, living in the same
household. In order to provide information for all the dependents, please indicate the exact
number as shown below, for the system to provide sufficient fields to capture all of the

dependents.

Household Contributor

E]

Instructions

¢ Please provide details of your household income contributor(s)

@ It is the responsibility of the applicant to ensure that correct details of the contributor({s) is provided. Failure to provide correct information will
result in your application not receiving NRF funding.

H hold Contril (s)
Relationship Surname First Name(s) | Financial Contributor Edit Delete
Add | @
Household Details
Full Name | ID Number Edit Delets
Number of Dependents: |0 (read only)

| Add | @ | Return to Menu |

e Thisinformation willbe sent to ISFAP, therefore itisimportantthat consenthas been
provided by the relevant contributors and the details must be correct.

15



Step 9: Honours - Details of Degree Section

Underthe honours Details of Degree section, applicants are required to fill indetails of the degree,
discipline of study that is being applied for, and information related to past studies and future
intentions.

Grantholder-linked studentsi.e.applicants who have beenrecruited to work under an NRF funded
project (SARChI, CoE, Thuthuka etc.) should indicate their supervisor’s UID/Grant Number or
Application Reference Number in the space provided. In the case of a student being linked to a
CoE, the CoE grantholder may not be the supervisor but must be listed together withthe UID (grant
number). This will allow the NRF to separate the Grantholder-linked students from the general
pool of applicants.

In the Average percentage mark for major subject(s), applicants are required to click on “Add”

and list major subjects with marks obtained in the finalyear of study of the undergraduate degree

and click on save.

-}
Instructions

2 Employed applicants in 2021 will not be considered.

2 A minimum average percentage mark for major subject(s) refers to: A minimum average of 65% for major subjects in the final
undergraduate year of study for henours funding;

2 Minimum prescribed period means the minimum academic years prescribad for the completion of a Designated Qualification.

2 Postgraduate students who have been recruited by 2 supervisor {e.g. SARChI, CoE, Thuthuka) to be part of a research project thar is currently
funded by the NRF should provide the NRF six-digit grant UID (unigue identification number).

2 Postgraduate students whe have been recruited by 2 supervisor {e.g. SARChI, CoE, Thuthuka) to be part of a research project application that has
been submitted to the NRF for review should provide the NRF application reference number,

2 Postgraduats students who have not bean recruited by an NRF funded researcher will not need to provide 2 UID or application reference number.

2o Student who will be registered for a full time honours qualification must select either full year or semester under funding period. (This does not
zpply to Graduates Internship Programme applicants).

Applicant’s Proposed Institution Select an aption L
O Full Year
Funding Period O Semester

() Two Years (Graduate Internship) *

Supervisor's UID number {Grant Number)
Supervisor's Application Reference Number

Discipline (of degree to be funded) Select an aption | *
Department/Schocl (of degree to be funded) [
Full-time OvesONo *

Are you currently registered for the degree for which you are "
applying for funding? O¥es Oho

Srart dats for this degree [

Anticipated date of completion for this degree i}
Registration Year

Completion time for undergraduate degree Sefect an option -
Major subjectis) and final results
Subject | Mark(s) obtained Edit Delete
Average percentage mark for major subjects |0 Th
o

[Save| @ [Retumn to Menu




Step 10: Honours — Attachments Section

In the Attachments section, please print or make a copy, certify and then scanall the required

documentsand submitas a single PDF file. The applicantis required to attach the following

documents:

Firsttime honours applicants must attach the following documentsin the attachment section of the

online application:

a. An official academic record on the university letterhead.

b. Applicants with outstanding fees are required to attach an official letter from the university
confirming theirfirstyear of registration for the degree and indicating that the student still has
outstanding fees owed to the university.

C. Applicants with disabilities must upload a medical certificate, in support of the disability.
Document must be attached under the Disability section only.

d. First time honours applicants who were previously supported by NSFAS or ISFAP must attach

proofinthe form of an official university stamped financial statement clearly showing that the
funds are coming from these funders, a statement from the funder or a letter form NSFAS,

ISFAP or the university stating that the applicant received funding from them.

=l

Instructions

o Please consult with the Call documents to determine what attachments are compulsory. Please note that if they are not attached,
the application will not be processad for reviewing.

@ Please do not upload a copy of your ID document of passport under this section. This is done under Registration Details.

@ Capture an appropriate Description for the document to be uploaded.

@ Select the Document Type to be uploaded.

@ Click the Browse button below to selact the file on your local machine,

@ Click on the Upload button to save.

¢ Upload pages individually if document is larger than 4MB. (For rating applications, please see specific instructions in this section of the
rating application.)

@ Please do not upload zip files. Acrobat reader has built-in security to prevent the opening of zip files by default (please read the article at
http://forums.adobe.com/thread/520515 for more information).

Description Type Fila Name Edit View Delete

Add Return to Menu

*Applications without the required attachments will be rejected.



Step 11: Honours - Closing Date for Applications

Applicants must adhere to theirinstitution’s internal cut-off date for submission of their applications

to allow for internal institutional screening and review.

The institution’s internal cut-off date will be determined by the respective Research Office or
Postgraduate Office and is usually at least two weeks prior to the NRF’s cut-off date.

DAs ensure that all applications are screened through internal institutional processes, and only
those applications that meet the NRF’s criteria are submitted to the NRF.

The NRF assumes that the respective DAs are satisfied with the standard of all applications

validated and submitted, and that the institution approves and supports the proposed degree.

Step 12: Honours — Submission of a Completed Application

The final submit button will only be activated when all compulsory sections are complete.

If all the compulsory sections are complete and the final submit button does not appear, resave
the Project Information section to refresh the application.

The final submit button should then be active.

A submitted application is automatically routed to the DA in the Research or P ostgraduate Office
of the South African publicinstitution that was selected, for internal review and validation.
Late applications, additional supporting documentation or information received after the closing
date will not be accepted or considered.

The NRF will not process applications that are incomplete, contain insufficient or incorrect
information, or fail to comply with instructions. These applications will be rejected.

The application must be completed in sufficient detail to allow for a comprehensive review and
evaluation by external reviewers.

Inaddition tothe electronicapplication and required attachments, the NRF may request additional
information or documentation to support an application if required. Failure to supply such

information or documentation upon request may result in the rejection of the application.

Incomplete applications is an application without:

a.

Any of the required attachments e.g. official academic transcript or proof of NSFAS or ISFAP

funding.



Master’s and Doctoral Scholarships

The followinginformationis applicable to all those applying for master’s or doctoral funding in 2022.

Step 7: Master’s and Doctoral — Person History Section

e The Person History section is required for statistical purposes by the NRF.

e |If the Previous or Current Study is funded by NSFAS orISFAP, please attach official proof under
the Attachments section. Proof can be an official letter from NSFAS, ISFAP or the University, stating
thatyou have previouslyreceived financial assistance from them. It can also be an official stamped
account statement fromthe funder or university that clearly shows where thefundswere received

from.

Previous studies funded by ¥INSFAS funded
University Financial Aid
ISFAP
Self funded
Other Government departments
International donor funds
NRF Funded
Institutional Funding
Mot funded from any other source
Private Sector Company
Mot applicable
Current degree funding NSEAS funded
#|University Financial Aid
ISFAP
Self funded
Other Government departments
International donor funds
NRF Funded
Institutional Funding
Mot funded from any other source
Private Sector Company

Are you currently a DST-NRF intern Yes'® No =

Save Return to Menu

Step 8: Master’s and Doctoral — Financial Need Section

e With the Financial Need section, the NRF (through lkusasa Student Financial Aid Programme
(ISFAP)) aims to establish whether an applicantis financially needy or not (please refer to the
Framework document for more information).

e [fanapplicantselects an option of a combined familyincome of more than R350 000, the section
will be complete and the financial means test will not be requested from the applicant.

e [fanapplicantselectsan option of less than or equal to R350 000, more questions will pop-up, as
shown below. If this option is selected, please complete the ISFAP Consent Form which is
downloadable from the Financial Need section and upload to the Financial Need section only. If

the form is not uploaded or incomplete, a financial means test cannot be conducted.



Financial Need

E]

Instructions

@ This section is only applicable to South African citizen and permanent residents. All international applicants must select a combined gross family

@ In order to complete this financial needs section, you will be required to upload a copy of the signed consent form.
@ In the instance where there is financial need has been indicated and consent has been given, please download the form, have it completed, and

¢ The signed consent form needs to be certified by a commissioner of oaths in order for this application to be processed.

income of more than R350 000. This will not have any influence on the outcome of your funding application.

upload the completed document as an image or scanned document.

Combined gross family income

'®/|ess than or equal to R350 000
“/More than R350 000 =

Has a Financial Means Test been done? UYes ®No =

If no Financial Means Test has been done, do you give
consent for it to be done?

®Yes LNo =

Download consent form ‘ISEAP Consent Form'

Upload completed consent form

Select =

We

| Save | | Return to Menu

Household Contributor: For applicants who give the NRF and ISFAP consent to conduct the
financial means test, a Household Contributor section will pop-up. The applicantis required to
provide the contributor’s information, as well as that of the dependents, living in the same
household. In order to provide information for all the dependents, please indicate the exact
number as shown below, for the system to provide sufficient fields to capture all of the

dependents.

Household Contributor

E]

Instructions

¢ Please provide details of your household income contributor(s)
@ It is the responsibility of the applicant to ensure that correct details of the contributor({s) is provided. Failure to provide correct information will

result in your application not receiving NRF funding.

H hold Contril (s)

Relationship Surname First Name(s) | Financial Contributor Edit Delete

(dd]0

Household Details

Full Name | ID Number Edit Delets

Number of Dependents: |0 (read only)

Add | @ | Return to Menu

Thisinformation willbe sent to ISFAP, therefore itisimportant that consent has been provided
by the relevant contributors and the details must be correct.
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Step 9. Master’s and Doctoral —Degree to be Funded Section

e Underthe Master’s and Doctoral Degree to be funded section, applicants are requiredto fillin the
details of the degree and the discipline of study that is being applied for.

e Theapplicantisalsoexpectedtoindicate if the study will be conducted on afull time or part time
basis.

Degree to be Funded

=l
Instructions

o Only students who will be registered or intend to register for full-time studies in 2021 may apply.

Date of first registration for this degree *
Full-time Yes WNo =

Will Master's registration be upgraded to doctoral status? Yes UNo

Date of upgrading

Does any financial support received for previous studies bind

: Yes WNo *
you to a service contract?
Are you currently enrolled for the degree/research for which -
. Yes UNo
you are applying for support?
Student Number (if currently registered at a university)
Discipline (of degree to be funded) Select an option |=)=
Department/School (of degree to be funded)
Faculty (of degree to be funded)
Indicate what you are doing presently Select an option =)=

Save Return to Menu

Step 10: Master’s and Doctoral - Research Project Information Section

e The Research Project Information section requires the applicanttoindicate when the project will
be started or scheduled to start if it hasn’t started.

e Also provide title and abstract of the proposed research project.

e Students applying for SARAO Master’s/Doctoral Scholarships must red Section 2 of the “SARAO
Postgraduate Scholarship Application Guide for the 2022 Academic Year”, available here. SARAO
will only consider Masters/Doctoral scholarship applications from students who have selected an
approved 2022 SARAO postgraduate research project, and obtained asigned agreement from the

relevant supervisor stating that he/she will supervise the student.


https://www.nrf.ac.za/bursaries/framework-documents/bursaries-framework-documents

Research Project Information

=
Instructions

3 Al fields are compulsary in this section,

2 The Title of Research Project field is restricted to 100 characters [including spaces).

3 The Abstract of the Proposed Research Project field is restricted to 2 000 characters (including spaces) and should be 2 clearer description of what
the research is about, therefore expanding on the Short Title.

2 You MUST consult the attached call decuments before completing yeour apalication form enline

Title of Proposed Research Project | | *

Research Project Start Yaar *
Research Project End Year *

Abstract of the Proposad Research Project

2000 characters left.
Hawve you previously been funded by the NRF? Oes ONo

Szve | | Retum to Menu

Step 11: Master’s and Doctoral - Academic Achievements Section

¢ Inthe Academic Achievements section, please capture the academicaverage percentage forthe
honours degree if completed, OR the average percentage for major subjects in the final-year
undergraduate courses for students currently registered for a honours degree, OR the average
percentage for major subjects in the third-year undergraduate courses for students in the final

year of a four-year undergraduate degree.

Academic Achievements

=l

Instructions
@ The minimum average of 65% for major subjects refers to:
Masters:
A minimum average of 65% for the honours degree if completed;
OR
A minimum average of 65% for major subjects in the final-year undergraduate courses for students currently registered for a honours degree;
OR
A minimum average of 65% for major subjects in the third-year undergraduate courses for students in the final year of a four-year undergraduate
degree.
Doctoral:
A minimum average of 65% for the masters degree if completed;
OR.
If the masters degree is in progress, a minimum average of 65% for the honours degree;
OR
A minimum average of 65% major subjects in the final year of a four-year undergraduate degree.
° Students who received a "Pass” and have not entered a percentage pass mark will be given a default score of 1.
o Minimum prescribed pericd means the minimum academic years prescribed for the completion of a Designated Qualification.

Average percentage mark for major subjects e.g. 65% or -

paos L1

Year in which previcus degree was completed =

Completion time for previcus degree | Select an option ==

| Save | | Return to Menu
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Step 12: Master’s and Doctoral - Details of Research Section

e The Details of Research section is one of the most important sections in the application.

e The section has specificinstructions related to each screen. Follow the instructions to complete
the sections.

e Applicants must give a concise overview of the proposed research in this section as the input is
taken into consideration during the review of the application. Appropriate literature references
must also be included in this section.

e Therequirements underthissectionare different for masters and doctoral applicants. Please refer
to the Framework Document for the scorecards which will be used to review the applications.

e Students applying for SARAO Master’s/Doctoral Scholarships must read Section 2 of the “SARAO
Postgraduate Scholarship Application Guide for the 2022 Academic Year”, available here. SARAO
will only consider Masters/Doctoral scholarship applications from students who have selected an
approved 2022 SARAO postgraduate research project, and obtained a signed agreement from the

relevant supervisor stating that he/she will supervise the student.

For a Master’s applicants:

Details of Research

|
Instructions

¢ Please note that all fields in this section are compulsory and unless fully completed your application/progress report cannot be submitted.
¢ Please refer to the Framework document of the call that you are applying for.

Section | Complete Date Updated | Edit |
Project Outline = b 27 Mar 2020 &
Alignment to National Imperatives * b 27 Mar 2020 &

For a Doctoral first time applicants:

Details of Research

|
Instructions

2 Please note that all fields in this section are compulsory and unless fully completed your application/progress report cannot be submitted.
o Please refer to the Framework document of the call that you are applying for.

Section Complete Date Updated | Edit |
Problem Statement (Originality of Doctoral Study) = b 28 Mar 2020 &
Aims and Objectives (Originality of Doctoral Study) = P 28 Mar 2020 &
Potential Impact of the Research * b 28 Mar 2020 &
Alignment to National Imperatives * b 28 Mar 2020 &

Return to Menu

*Please note that the Details of Research section will only be marked as complete whenall the sub-

sections have been completed.


https://www.nrf.ac.za/bursaries/framework-documents/bursaries-framework-documents

Step 13: Master’s and Doctoral - National Infrastructure Platform Section

e Inthe National Infrastructure Platform section if an applicant with plansto access any equipment
or collect datafrom any platform outside the proposed institution, relevant information should be
captured under this section. If there is no such planned, please click on “No plan to access

platforms” (See blue arrow on screen shot), and the click save.

National Infrastructure Platforms

=l
Instructions

°This is for indicating planned equipment and/or data to be accessed outside your own institution.

“The information provided in this section is for information purposes for the NRF and will not have any impact on future decisions around
grants or grantholders.

| Mational Infrastructure Platform | Type of Platform Planned Usage | Edit | Delete

°
-DNO plan to access platforms

| Save || Return to Menu |

Step 14: Master’s and Doctoral - Science Engagement Section

The Science Engagement section isa compulsorysection. Shouldapplicants not be running any science

engagement activities, they must click on “add” and select “N/A” under “activity” and category”.

Science Engagement

(=l
Instructions

@ For the purposes of this application/report, the use of the overarching term science engagement is inclusive of all aspects of public engagement
with science, science communication, science literacy as well as science outreach and awareness. It includes zall participation by warious groups of
society in a programme aimed at generating mutual (two way) understanding and responses to science, including but not limited to awareness,
accumulation of knowledge, enjoyment, opinion formulation and scientific literacy.

The approach acknowledges the importance of citizens in the research and innowvation process.

It also embraces a broad understanding of "science” and “the sciences”, encompassing systematic knowledge spanning natural and physical
sciences, engineering sciences, medical sciences, agricultural sciences, mathematics, social sciences and humanities, technology, all aspects of T2
innowvation chain and indigenous knowledge.

Broader impact encourages engagement beyond the boundaries of academia and considers the impact of the activities/project on the various
public{s) and/or the various participants in terms of knowledges and/or awareness, behavioural and/or attitudinal changes, skills acquisition etc.
For more information, click here. The attached Strategy is for the South African Context and may be used by applicants as input to their science
eangagement strategy. International applicants could utilise this or draw from their own national strategy if it already exists.

o

o

°

a

Engagement to be
Category undertaken and desired People/audiences
outcome

Intended engagement Flan to assess broader

with audiences impact(s) Edit Delete

Mo records to display.
Add
/Mo science engagement planned

| Save || Return to Menu |
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Step 15: Master’s and Doctoral - Attachments Section

e In the Attachments section, please print or make a copy, certify and then scan all the required
documents and submit as a single PDF file. The applicant is required to attach the following

documents:

First time master’s and doctoral applicants must attach the following documents to the online

application:

a. An official academicrecord on the university letterhead.

b. Applicants with outstanding fees are required to attach an official letter from the
university confirmingtheir first year of registration forthe degree and indicating that the

student still has outstanding fees owed to the university.

c. Applicants with disabilities must upload a medical certificate, in support of the disability.

Document must be attached under the Disability section only.

d. Firsttime master’s and doctoral applicants who were previously supported by NSFAS or
ISFAP must attach proof in the form of an official university stamped financial statement
clearly showing that the funds are coming from these funders, a statement from the
funder or a letter form NSFAS, ISFAP or the university stating that the applicant received

funding from them
Other Funding Opportunities — Attachments

e First Time Master’s and Doctoral NRF-DAAD Applicants

In addition to the above mentionedattachments, the NRF-DAAD applicants must attach the following

document in the attachment section of the online application:

a. A brief motivation on the interest to undertake a three (3) to six (6) months research visit in
Germany.
b. Applicants must also indicate if they have established collaborations in Germany and if they

do, the applicant must provide the details of the collaborator.

e NRF-TWAS Doctoral Applicants

All NRF-TWAS doctoral applicants must attach the following documentsin the attachment section of

the online application:



Proof of evaluation of all foreign qualifications (obtained from non-South African universities)
evaluated by the South African Qualification Authority (SAQA) or proof that the applicant has
submitted his/her qualifications to SAQA for evaluation. Failure to submit proof will result in
the application beingrejected. Furtherinformation on the process can be accessed by logging

on to www.saqga.org.za.

An English language proficiency certificate (if available at the time of the application). If not
available, this willbe required before any NRF funds will be released to the student. Applicants
must meet the following requirements of the English Language Proficiency Academictest: IELTS
6.5 (no band less than 6.0); or TOEFL (paper) 575 (TWE 4.5); or TOEFL iBIT (min. 20); or
Cambridge minimum58. Information on the IELTS tests can be obtained from the British Coundil
in applicant’s home country or accessed at: www.ielts.org. Further information on the TOEFL

test can be accessed at: www.toefl.com. Applicants may consult the British Council in their

home country for assistance.

Applicants must provide an official proof of study application and/or acceptance letter from
their South African institution, department or laboratory.

A motivation fromthe prospective doctoral supervisor. Itis the responsibility of the applicant
to contact the respective institution to apply for acceptance and to secure a supervisor forthe
doctoral study.

Official academic record on the university letterhead.

SARAO Master’s and Doctoral Applicants— all required documents must be submitted as a single

PDF file

a. An official academicrecord, on a university letterhead, for all the years of study at university
b. Copy of undergraduate certificate, if available

c. PriortoapplyingforaSARAQO Master’s or Doctoral Scholarship, students willbe requiredto review

the list of approved research projects for 2022, and identify a project they wish to pursue for their
Masters or Doctoral degree. Once astudent has identifieda project, he/she must thencontact the
relevant supervisorto discuss the project. Additionally, to discussif the student have the required
qualifications, skillsand abilities to undertake the project. If a supervisor agrees to supervise a
student, the supervisor willbe required to providethe student with asignedletter, on a university
letterhead, stating that he/she has agreed to supervise the student for the relevant project. The

student must upload a signed copy of this letter with their application.


http://www.saqa.org.za/
http://www.toefl.com/

=
Instructions

® Please consult with the Call documents to determine what attachments are compulsory. Please note that if they are not attached,
the application will not be processed for reviewing.

o Please do not uplead a copy of your ID document of passport under this section. This is done under Registration Details.

% Capture an appropriate Description for the document to be uploaded.

@ Sglect the Document Type to be uploaded.

@ Click the Browse button below to select the file on your local machine.

@ Click on the Upload butten to save.

% Upload pages individually if document is larger than 4MB. (For rating applications, please see specific instructions in this section of the
rating application.)

® Please do not uplead zip files. Acrobat reader has built-in security to prevent the opening of zip files by default (please read the article at
http://forums.adobe.com/thread/520515 for more information).

Description Type File Name Edit View Delete

Add Return to Menu

*Applications without the required attachments will be rejected.

Step 16: Master’s and Doctoral — Reference Section

e The Reference sectionallows an applicanttoinclude the namesand email addresses of academic
referees who can comment on the applicant’s academic abilities.
On final submission of the application, emails requesting a referee’s response, are sent
automatically to the nominated referees to provide a report on the academic and research

capabilities of the applicant.

e References for Grantholder-linked students

Applicants who are linked to supervisors with NRF Research Grants e.g. SARChI, Thuthuka, CoE etc.
must listeitherthe application reference numberor the UID (grant number) of the supervisorin this
section. Inthe case of a studentbeinglinked to a CoE, the CoE grantholder may not be the supervisor
but must be listed together with the UID (grant number). This will enable the NRF to separate your

application during the funding decisions process.

e References for Master’s-level Applicants

At master’s level, an applicantis expected to have identified asupervisorat the time of application. If
not yet identified, the applicant is expected to capture the information of the Head of
School/Department who will guarantee that the applicant will be allocated a supervisor in case their
applicationis successful. The Head of School/Department should respond to the link sent by the NRF

by the due date provided on the link, or the application will be rejected.

e References for Doctoral-level Applicants
At doctoral level, applicants are expected to have identified asupervisorat the time of application. A

guide to assist studentsinidentifyingasupervisoris as follows:



a. Think about your interest area of research, considering your past research endeavours and
where you see yourself in future;

b. Identify the university you would want to pursue your doctoral study with;

c. Review the research profiles of the staff in the relevant university department or school
(including a literature search to see what they have published);

d. Contactthe staff memberwhoyouthink may be a potential supervisor, detailingyourinterest
area and finally request that they supervise you; and

e. Once you have confirmation that you have a supervisor for your doctoral study, proceed by
completingthe details of yoursupervisorin the reference section of the application you send
to the NRF.

*Note: Once you submityourapplication online, an email with asupervisor’s report will be sent

to yoursupervisorto complete. Yoursupervisor MUST submitthe reportinorderfor your

applicationto be considered forfunding.

Types of references required are listed below: Applicants must ensure that the contact details for
the referee are correct.
e Master’s applicants

o Master’s supervisor (Reference role = Proposed master’s supervisor or Current
master’s supervisor)

o HoDifasupervisorhasnotbeen allocated (Referencerole =Head of Department)

e Doctoral applicants

o Doctoral supervisor (Reference role = Proposed doctoral supervisor or Current

doctoral supervisor)
e Doctoral Nuffic (split-site)

o Both the South African and Dutch doctoral supervisors are required (Reference
role = Proposed doctoral supervisor). Responses from both supervisors are
mandatory.

e For extension support applicants - either Doctoral or Masters Supervisor who can
commenton the progress of the studies. If thereis no response fromthe supervisor, the

application will be rejected without review. Only current supervisor(s) required.



- ]
Instructions

° Please consult with the Call documents to determine the compulsory number of references that need to be added.
° Please note that if an insufficient number of references is submitted, the application will not be processed for reviewing.
° For extension applications, only current supervisor references are required.

MRF Postgraduate Scholarship

° Postgraduate students who have been recruited by an NRF funded supervisor [e.g. SARChI, CoEs, Thuthuka, Global Knowledge Research
Programmes such as Earth Systems Science Research Programme (ESSRP); Global Change Social Sciences Research Programme (GCSSRP); Risk
and Vulnerability Science Centres (RVSCs); African Earth Observation Network (AEON); Foundational Biodiversity Information Programme (FBIP)
and South African Earth Observation Network {(SAEON)] to be part of a research project should provide the NRF six-digit grant UID {(unique
identification number) or provide the NRF application reference number if the research project application has been submitted to the NRF for
review.

° If the Supervisor is NRF funded, provide the relevant UID number (Grant Number) for Supervisors grant(where relevant).

° Postgraduate students who have not been recruited by an NRF funded supervisor will not need to provide a UID or application reference number on
the online application template.

o It is the responsibility of the applicants to make sure that the Supervisors UID or application reference number is correct. If an incorrect UID or
application reference number is provided, your application will be marked as ineligible for funding.

Surname Initials Email Address Faculty Responded Edit Delete

Add Return to Menu

Step 17: Master’s and Doctoral — Closing Date for Applications

e Applicants must adhere to their institution’s internal cut-off date for submission of their
applications to allow for internal institutional screening and review.

e The institution’s internal cut-off date will be determined by the respective Research Office or
Postgraduate Office and is usually at least two weeks prior to the NRF’s cut-off date.

e DAs ensure that all applications are screened through internal institutional processes, and only
those applications that meet the NRF’s criteria are submitted to the NRF.

e The NRF assumes that the respective DAs are satisfied with the standard of all applications

validated and submitted, and that the institution approves and supports the proposed research.
Step 18: Master’s and Doctoral — Submission of Completed Application

e Thefinal submitbutton willonly be activated when all compulsorysections are complete. If all
the compulsory sections are complete and the final submit button does not appear, resavethe
Project Information section torefresh the application. The finalsubmit button should then be
active.

e A submitted applicationis automatically routed to the DA in the Research or Postgraduate
Office of the South African public institution that was selected, for internal review and
validation.

e Late applications, additional supporting documentation or information received after the

closing date will not be accepted or considered.



e The NRF will not process applications that are incomplete, contain insufficient or incorrect
information, or fail to comply with instructions. These applications will be rejected.

e The application must be completed in sufficient detail to allow for a comprehensive review
and evaluation by external reviewers. In addition to the electronic application and required
attachments, the NRF may request additional information or documentation to support an
applicationif required. Failure to supply such information or documentationupon request may
result in the rejection of the application.

¢ Incomplete applications is an application without:

. Any of the required attachments e.g. official academic transcript or proof of NSFAS or ISFAP

funding.

. Supervisor response on the application viz.:

Response from current supervisor for Extension Support applicants; or

. Response from proposed masters supervisor for first-time masters applicants; or

. Response from proposed doctoral supervisor for first-time doctoral applicants; or

Response from proposed doctoral supervisor for first-time NRF-TWAS doctoral applicants.



Extension Support Scholarships

The followinginformationisapplicable to all those applying for Extension Support fundingin 2022.

Step 7: Extension Support - Details of Extension Section

The Details of Extension section requires the applicants to indicate whichinstitution they will be
registered with. If the applicantis an NRF grantholderin 2021, the grant details will pull into this
section. If your grant details does not pull into the section, it means that the NRF system does not
recognise you as a grantholder. Please call the NRF contact person for assistance.

NB: Block grant and grantholder-linked students will have to have been nominated on the system
in 2021 for your information to pull through.

For applicants funded under the PDP programme, the applicant’s institution should be the
university you will be registered with (not the Science Council or Research facility).

Please take note of the university internal closing date.

Details of Extension

=l
Instructions

@ Your NRF grant details will pull into this section.

o If the UID and value of vour grant has not pulled into the section, it means that the system does not recognise you as an NRF granthelder in 2020,
Please contact the NRF for assistance before submitting the application.

Applicant's Institution Select an option [l [
uID

Value of Grant R 0,00

Date of first registration for the degree *

Full-time Yes L /No =

Student Number
Discipline
Department/School
Faculty

Project Start Year
Project End Year

Title of Research Project

Abstract of Research Project

Save

Select an option - | *
L |

Return to Menu




Step 8: Extension Support — Original Problem Statement and Research Plan Section

e The Original Problem statement and the Original research plan sections are compulsory sections
because the reviewer might not have the applicant’s original application, so the informationis
veryimportantto determinewhat was originally proposed prior to progress to date.

Original Problem Statement

3
Instructions

@ provide the problem statement as in the original application.

Description

5000 characters left.

Save Return to Menu

Step 9: Extension Support - Progress to date Section

e The Progress to Date sectionrequires applicantstoindicate the work done sofarunderthe
Research Project.

Step 10: Extension Support - Reasons why Study Not Completed Section

e The Reason why the study could not be completed in the NRF maximum funding period section
requires an explanation as to why the study could not be completed withinthe NRF maximum
funding period time.

Reasons why the study could not be completed in the NRF maximum funding period
jInlstru::tions

Explanation of why the study could not be completed within the NRF maximum funding period.

Description

5500 characters left.
Qava Daturn tn Mani



Step 11: Extension Support — Work Plan

e The Work plan to complete the degree within the defined timeframes section requires the
applicantto provide awork planto completethe degree within the requested period of extension.
Clear timelines of activities to take place during the period of extension should be provided.

Work plan to complete the degree within the indicated timeframes

=l
Instructions

@ Start and end dates for the six (8} or twelve (12) months” work plan;

@ proposed date for submission of the Masters or Doctoral Dissertation for examination:;

@ Proposed graduation date;

@ Activities for completing outstanding research, indicating the start and completion date of each activity;
2 Plan with timelines for completion of the Masters or Doctoral dissertation;

@ Details of manuscripts to be drafted and submission timelines; and

@ Timelines for corrections to dissertation from reviewers.

Description

S8NN rharactarc laft

Step 12: Extension Support — Closing Date for Applications

e Applicants must adhere to their institution’s internal cut-off date for submission of their
applications to allow for internal institutional screening and review.

e The institution’s internal cut-off date will be determined by the respective Research Office or
Postgraduate Office and is usually at least two weeks prior to the NRF’s cut-off date.

e DAs ensure that all applications are screened through internal institutional processes, and only
those applications that meet the NRF’s criteria are submitted to the NRF.

e The NRF assumes that the respective DAs are satisfied with the standard of all applications

validated and submitted, and that the institution approves and supports the proposed research.




Step 13: Extension Support — Submission of Completed applications

e Thefinal submitbutton will only be activatedwhen all compulsory sections are complete. If all the
compulsory sectionsare completeand the final submit button does not appear, resave the Project
Information section to refresh the application. The final submit button should then be active.

e Asubmittedapplicationisautomatically routed tothe DA in the Research or Postgraduate Office
of the South African publicinstitution that was selected, for internal review and validation.

e Late applications, additional supporting documentation or information received after the closing
date will not be accepted or considered.

e The NRF will not process applications that are incomplete, contain insufficient or incorrect
information, or fail to comply with instructions. These applications will be rejected. The
application must be completed in sufficient detail to allow for a comprehensive review and
evaluation by external reviewers. In addition to the electronic application and required
attachments, the NRF may request additional information or documentation to support an
application if required. Failure to supply such information or documentation upon request may
result in the rejection of the application.

¢ Incomplete applications is an application without:

a. Any of the required attachments e.g. official academic transcript or proof of NSFAS or ISFAP
funding.

b. Supervisor response on the application viz.:

C. Response from current supervisor for Extension Support applicants; or

d. Response from proposed masters supervisor for first-time masters applicants; or

e. Response from proposed doctoral supervisor for first-time doctoral applicants; or

f. Response from proposed doctoral supervisor for first-time NRF-TWAS doctoral applicants.



4. Tracking the application
This section explains different application statuses to assist the applicant track the application. The status of your application will determine

the stage the application is at.

Applicants should direct queries to the University Research/Postgraduate office if the application is still at the university.

Applicationin progress

Applicantstill busy completing
the application

Submitted to Institution

Application has been submitted
by the applicant

Applicationunder
designated authority review

Application beingscreened and
scored by university DA

Applicationrejected by DA

The application has been
rejected at the istitutional stage

Open for amendment

DA has opened the application
for applicantto effect changes

Call closed

Application process closed and
application notsubmitted to
NRF

Submitted to NRF for review

Eligibleapplications submitted
to the NRF

Declined forreview by NRF

Applicationrescreened and
rejected by NRF due to non-
eligibility

External Evaluation

Application beingconsidered
for funding

Successful

Successful application

Unsuccessful due to
constraints

Application deemed fundable,
but unsuccesssful dueto
Budgetary constraints

Unsuccessful due to review
outcome

Application deemed unfundable
duringthe review process

Withdrawn

The applicanthas withdwawn
the application
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5. Screening Processes

5.1 Overview of the Screening Process
All applications validated and reviewed by South African publicinstitutions and submittedto the NRF,
are further screened by the NRF for compliance with the eligibility criteria and requirements of the

Call for applications. Applications that fail to meet the stipulated requirements will be rejected.

6. Applications Feedback and Disputes

Once the assessment processes have been completed and the recommended funding decision has
been approved by the NRF, the NRF will publish a list of successful applicants on the NRF website at

www.nrf.ac.za/bursaries/calls. The application status online will indicate whether or not the

application has been approved for funding. If your name does not appear on the published list of

successful applications it means that your application was unsuccessful.

The Promotion of Administrative Justice Act (Act 3 of 2000) give effect to the right to administrative
action that is lawful, reasonable and procedurally fair and to the right to written reasons for
administrative action as contemplated in section 33 of the constitution of the Republic of South Africa,
1996. The NRF and the universities are expected to provide feedback to all applicants on the status of

their application.
Feedback from the University:

e Universities must provide feedback to applicants who were screened at the universities for
eligibility and deemed not eligible for funding.
e Universities must provide feedback to applicants who were reviewed at the universities and

were recommended not eligible for funding by the panel of reviewers.

Feedback from the NRF

o The NRF must provide feedback to applicants whose applications were recommended for
funding but were notawarded funding due to budget constraints. In this instance the NRF will
send a regret letter directly to the affected applicants.

e The NRF must provide feedback to applicants whose application were recommended for

fundingand approved forfunding. Inthisinstance, the NRF will publish alist of the successful
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applicantsonthe NRF website (https://www.nrf.ac.za/Bursaries Outcomes) and share the list

with the Research/Postgraduate Offices at respective universities.

The NRF will conduct an Appeals Process two (2) months after the official publication date of the
results on the NRF website. Only those applicants who were not recommended by the institutional
review panel or where a systemissue was encountered with the submission of an application to the
NRF, are eligible to appeal. An appeal must be justified and must be supported by the supervisorin

order to be considered.

Note: A successful appeal does not automatically constitute an award, rather the application will be

moved to the list of applications recommended for funding but not awarded due to budgetary

constraints.

7. Awardee Responsibilities

7.1 Managing changesduringthe projectlife cycle
Changes may occur duringthe projectlife cycle dueto unforeseenand extenuating circumstances.
Please note the following on how to manage the award and subsequent changes (planned or

unanticipated) should they arise during the project life cycle.

7.2 Change Requests
7.2.1 Prior Approval Requests
Applicants must submitall change requestsinwritingto the NRF forapproval before effectingany
changes. The request must haveinstitutional DA endorsement and be submittedto the NRF viathe

South Africaninstitution’s Research Office / Postgraduate Officefor approval priorto the change.

7.3 Changesin Project Scope, SupervisororInstitution

Changes may occur where a project scope, supervisor orinstitution needs to be changed from the
original research proposal, supervisor or institution respectively. The request must have
institutional DA endorsement and be submittedto the NRF viathe Research / Postgraduate Office.

Such requests must be forwarded to the NRF 30 days before the change isintended to take place.
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8. Scientific Compliance
8.1 Methodology

The student takes scientific responsibility for the research to be undertaken, including its
objectives and the methodology outlined in the project proposal. The studentis required to
devote the necessary time to the research project in compliance with the work-plan for the

research proposal approved by the NRF so as to achieve the project’s stated aims and objectives.

8.2 Intellectual Property Rights

The intellectual capital generated by NRF funded research must be appropriately protected and
exploited forthe benefit of South Africa. This condition should notinterfere with the Intellectual
Property Rights arrangements already made, on conditionthat the majority of the benefits arising
from the intellectual capital accrue to South Africaand its citizens. This conditionis alighed with

the Intellectual Property Rights Act, ! which will override this condition of grant.

8.3 Ethics

The student is required to maintain the highest ethical and safety standards in conducting the
research, particularly when human and animal subjects are involved. It remains the responsibility
of the projectleaderto comply with all relevantregulationsin this regard, including those of the
institution at whichthe research s carried out. An ethical clearance certificate (where applicable)

must be submittedto the NRFin respect of successful applications before funding can be released.

--END—

1 RSA (2008). Intellectual Property Rights from Publicly Financed Research and Development Act 51 of
2008.Government Gazette, 22 Dec 2008. Vol 522, No 3174
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Appendix 1 — PG Policy Payment Guidelines

Guidelines for Payments of NRF Postgraduate Scholarships

This document serves to provide guidance to the institution on the payment of postgraduate awards under the NRF postgraduate policy. It is only
to assistinstitutions in understanding and managing the payment process. The guidelines are by no means dictating how the institution should
manage these awards.

General Regulations and Guidelines:

1.
2.

The policy requires payments to be made to postgraduate grantholders on a monthly basis.

The grantholder should have a valid transactional bank account into which funds can be paid. The bank account must be in the name of
the grantholder. Payment to third parties will not be allowed.

Living and transport allowance, Food allowance and accommaodation (university owned accommodation or university private accredited
accommodation) expenses will be paid out on a monthly basis. However, students using university accommaodation facilities and university
catering and meals, will not be paid out a monthly meal allowance.

Tuition fees must be deducted from the scholarship as per institutional invoice on actual programme costs, including registration costs
and will not be paid over the capped NRF amount.

Grantholders should be allowed to register for the study without paying the upfront registration fees. However, university administration
costs (application fees) have to be paid upfront by the grantholder according to the institutional requirements and processes.

Electronic study device allowance is paid once-off during the tenure of NRF support at postgraduate level. It is not paid out per level of
study or annually under the award. The students will have to provide 3 quotes from 3 different service providers and the cheapest quote
should be considered.

The assistive technology device is only applicable to persons living with disabilities through a separate application process.

Grant reconciliations will be performed by the NRF with the Postgraduate Office and the Institutional Financial office during the course of
the year of the award to verify actual expenditure and adjustments will be made under the scholarship value in accordance with the actual
expenditure.

Unspent funds - All unspent tuition, accommodation and electronic study device funds should be returned to the NRF by 30 September
of the year of award.
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Category

Funding per level of Postgraduate Student

annum)

(per

Honours

Masters

Doctoral

FCS

PCS

FCS

PCS

FCS PCS

Payment Guidelines

Living and
Transport
allowance

R12 000 n/a

R30 000 n/a

R48 000 n/a

Monthly stipends should be paid out every month. For
example,Honours studentsshould receive R1000 every
month for 12 months or depending on the university’s
academic calendar year.

Living and transport allowance will be used at the
discretion of the student towards the wholesome
support of their studies. The amounts vary at different
levels of study and should be paid out monthly to the
student.

Food allowance

R27 000 n/a

R27 000 n/a

R27000 | n/a

Monthly stipends should be paid out to students not
receiving university catering and meals. For example,
students should receive R2 250 every month for 12
months or depending on the university’s academic
calendar year.

Maximum

accommodation

allowance

R53 350 R53

350

R64 020

Re4 020

R64 020 | R64 020

Accommodation fee will be capped and paid as per
invoice to students not using universityaccommodation
facilities. Limited to a maximum cost of the equivalent
university-owned on-campus accommodation at a
particular institution.

e Accommodation allowance can only be approved for
university accommodation or university accredited
private accommodation i.e. accommodation that has
beenidentified by the universityas suitable for students
and where the university has an association with the
leasing agency.
e A |lease agreement has to be in place for university
accredited private accommodation. If no proof from
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Funding per level of Postgraduate Student (per
annum) 1t
Category Honours Masters Doctoral Payment Guidelines
FCS PCS FCS PCS FCS PCS
accredited private accommodation is available, then
allowance will not be processed.
e Accommodation allowance cannot be processedif the
leasing agreements under university private accredited
accommodation are not in the name of the student.
Tuition fee will be capped and paid as per invoice.
Maximum Tuitionfeeisthe agreed ipstitgtional fee fo.rthe actugl
tuition fees R52 350 R52 350 R41 880 R41 880 R31410 | R31410 programme of study. Registration fee tobe included in
the tuition fee. Qualifying NRF-funded students are not
required to pay registration fee upfront.
Total R144 700 R105 700 R162 900 R105 900 R170 430 | R95 430
The electronic study device allowance will be provided
. as a once-off for the duration of the postgraduate
Electronicstudy . L .
device R10 000 n/a R10 000 n/a R10 000 n/a studies. Three (3) q.uotes or invoices required.
Only one electronic device that is relevant to the
allowance ;
research or study will be allowed e.g. laptop, recorder
etc. Smartphones or similar will not be considered.
zt::ixsltl:/:m Separate application process via the NRF Online
i R20 000 n/a R20 000 n/a R20 000 n/a Submission System.Three quotes required and must be
device* attached tothe request. Cheapestquote will be chosen.

*An assistive device is defined as any device, product, equipment or tool that is designed or adapted to enable persons with disabilities to participate in
activities, tasks or actions including: (i) mobility aids such as wheelchairs, prostheses and crutches as well as service animals (ii) communication aids such as
hearing aids, Frequency Modulation (FM) systems; (iii) sensory aids such as white canes; noise reducing headphones and coloured lenses (iv) technology aids
such as computers foralternate and augmentative communication, screen readers, magnifiers, texts in audio format (Strategic Policy Framework on Disability
forthe PSET, 2018).
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